
A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

 This month I 
want to talk about 
family. I grew up 
in a very large 
f a m i l y o f 1 0 
children; six boys, 
and four gir ls.  
P e o p l e o f t e n 
asked if we were 
Catholic because 

back then it was mostly Catholic families that tended 
to be large. I still chuckle at my response. My answer 
as a young girl was: “No, my parents are both 
Swedish.”  

I was the third from the oldest and the first 
daughter to be born. Seven siblings followed until we 
were a total of ten. Because I was the first daughter I 
always felt it was my responsibility to help and care 
for my siblings and loved them all so much. We were 
family and to this day we still deeply love each other. 

All of us have earthly families, some close, and 
others not so close, but we are also part of a 
heavenly family. 
John 1:12-13 Amplified Bible 

12 But to as many as did receive and welcome 
Him, He gave the right [the authority, the privilege] to 
become children of God, that is, to those who believe 
in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) His name—    

13 who were born, not of blood [natural 
conception], nor of the will of the flesh [physical 

impulse], nor of the will of man [that of a natural 
father], but of God [that is, a divine and supernatural 
birth—they are born of God—spiritually transformed, 
renewed, sanctified]. 

Yes, we are a family that spans the globe. John 
and I are always excited to meet family members 
who have come to Estes Park for a visit. Recently we 
were about to hike around Sprague Lake when we 
met a group of young adults that had just finished the 
hike. We greeted them and soon realized that they 
were our brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

We chatted for a while and asked if the married 
couples had children.  The couple standing closest to 
us said they didn't, but had been trying. You all know 
what happened next. We had a prayer meeting right 
in the parking lot at Sprague Lake! We prayed for 
this couple to conceive and the entire group prayed 
for God's rich blessings to rest upon us. There was 
such an explosion of joy that flooded over all of us 
because we had found family.  

I think sometimes churches lose sight of the fact 
that we need to care for each other as family 
members. This can happen for many reasons, one of 
which is that this is not emphasized enough. Every 
church has an agenda, but too often it does not 
include the care of those in the body. I cannot think 
of anything more important than the well-being of my 
earthly family. How then can we ignore the well-being 
of our heavenly family?
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1 John 3:18 AMP 
18 Little children (believers, dear ones), let us 

not love [merely in theory] with word or with tongue 
[giving lip service to compassion], but in action and 
in truth [in practice and in sincerity, because 
practical acts of love are more than words]. 

Another reason we fail to show deep love and 
care is that in a family we see each other up close 
and in our everyday clothes. Did my siblings and I 
always agree and get along perfectly?  Of course, 
we did. (Just kidding!) Like all children, we had 
many squabbles, but when we grew up we learned 
to love and care for each other in spite of seeing 
things we didn't like. This is how adults are 
supposed to act; like adults and not like children. 

Unfortunately, many times this does not happen. 
I remember Helen. To put it mildly, Helen was 
eccentric. Her voice was piercing and she was not 
the kind to blend in with the crowd. During our 
worship and praise time, she would be upfront with 
her tambourine praising her God with her whole 
heart. She openly confessed that she had never 
found a church that would accept her. I am so 
proud of the fact that Rez. not only accepted her but 
also learned to love her deeply. She was a treasure! 

Another example of churches not loving as they 
should would be when someone falls into sin. This is 
especially true when leadership has a moral failure. 
As pastors, we disliked having to deal with this, but 
when it happened we knew God wanted us to 
always walk in love, and also knew what that love 
looked like.  
Galatians 6:1-2 Holman Christian Standard Bible 
1 Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, 
you who are spiritual should restore such a person 
with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so 
you also won’t be tempted.  
2 Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ. 

Although this was difficult, I cannot tell you how 
much joy we experienced when we were able to 
restore back into ministry, those who truly repented. 
Some refused to repent and there was nothing 
anyone could do for them, but others were salvaged. 
When faced with this situation the challenge we 
always accepted was that this would be an indicator 
of just how spiritual we were.  

I could go on and on showing all the ways God 
wants us as believers to respond to the failures of 
others in our spiritual family, but perhaps this can be 
summed up in one sentence. When we encounter a 
person who has said or done something we 
consider offensive, we have two choices; we can 
react according to our flesh, or according to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. 

One will produce broken relationships and the 
other will produce life and joy. One will come 
naturally and easily while the other will take prayer, 
dedication, and commitment. One will produce good 
fruit and the other will produce evil fruit. My prayer is 
that each of us will accept the challenge of walking 
according to the Spirit and not the flesh.  
Colossians 3:12-14 Amplified Bible 

12 So, as God’s own chosen people, who are 
holy [set apart, sanctified for His purpose] and well-
beloved [by God Himself], put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience [which has the power to endure whatever 
injustice or unpleasantness comes, with good 
temper];  

13 bearing graciously with one another, and 
willingly forgiving each other if one has a cause for 
complaint against another; just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so should you forgive.  

14 Beyond all these things put on and wrap 
yourselves in [unselfish] love, which is the perfect 
bond of unity [for everything is bound together in 
agreement when each one seeks the best for 
others].
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