
WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

FEATURE ARTICLE: “The Hate Must Stop”

One of the worst things a church can ever 
experience is to be thrust into a major storm of  
strife and division. Church history is littered with the 
corpses of churches that once were strong and 
vibrant but now are mute testimonies of the danger 
of allowing strife to run rampant in a church. When 
this happens there are certain things to look for that 
reveal who is responsible, what their game plan is, 
and what their favorite tactic is. In this article, I will 
share what a lifetime of pastoral experience has 
taught me. 

The first thing I want to point out is that people 
don't seem to have the ability to have an opinion 
without hating those who disagree with them. They 
need to realize that hate will destroy you long before 
it destroys the other person. To allow hate to dwell 
in your heart is to live with a spiritual PICC line that 
drips poison into you day after day and will 
ultimately lead to your spiritual death. 

But how do you keep from hating when almost 
daily you hear something new that either attacks 
you or someone you highly esteem? I want to point 
out something you already know but may have lost 
sight of. Your enemy is not a human. When 
controversy arises the first thing people often do is 
blame an individual or a group of individuals and 
declare that they are the cause of the problem. No 
matter what side you are on, this is wrong thinking. 
Ephesians 6:12 KJV 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 

If a church is to survive, the path to victory starts 
here. We must recognize who our enemy is and 
what his objectives and tactics are. What I am going 

to say next may come as a shock to most, but I 
assure you, it is true. 

    Satan doesn't care which side wins. 
Satan's objective is to keep the fight going for as 

long as possible because the longer it continues, 
the greater his chances of dragging more people 
into the mud pit of hate. He also knows that long 
after the battle has become history, deep hatred will 
remain, and like cancer, it will slowly destroy his 
victims and that by keeping the battle going, he will 
secure a long-lasting spiritual victory over both sides 
involved in the controversy. What a creep! 

Only you can know whether hatred is in your 
heart. Having an opinion about the issues is not 
wrong and for sure is not hatred. But, wanting to see  
a brother or a sister destroyed is hatred gone to 
seed and is why 1 John 3:15 says, " Whoever hates 
his brother is a murderer…" It seems to me that the 
intent to try and destroy others is present in most 
church splits. It is hard to see it any other way. 

One thing I can tell you for sure is that making 
accusations against others only plays into Satan's 
game plan and makes the situation worse. The 
accusations made against one another are the 
reason the situation escalates. One person accuses 
another of wrongdoing and soon what was a very 
small disagreement between a few people grows 
into a raging fire. Oh, how it must grieve the heart of 
God to see His children being used by Satan in this 
way. Satan is the accuser of the brethren and none 
of us should ever do his dirty work for him. 
Revelation 12:10 KJV 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now 
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night. 
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So, what is the right way to handle this horrible 
situation, and is there a way to end this vicious war? 
I believe the only way is to cling to the teachings of 
Jesus. One of the things I love about Jesus is that 
He was so down to earth and real. It is almost as if 
He looked ahead and saw what we are experiencing 
and then told us how to handle it. Here are some 
things He said. 
Matthew 5:11-12 
11 Blessed are you, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. 
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven…. 

Matthew 5:43-44 
43 You have heard that it has been said, "Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy." 
44 But I say unto you, "Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you…" 

Ugh!!! Don't we all hate verses like that! Jesus is 
telling us to do something that goes contrary to 
human nature and because of this, we fail to see 
how doing it Jesus' way can possibly work. But, fifty 
years of pastoral ministry have taught me that 
without a doubt it does work, and it works because 
there is a God who rules in the affairs of men 
and He delivers the righteous.  

Many times I was confronted by people who 
hated me and had set out to destroy me. Some even 
went so far as to tell me what their intentions were. 
When that happened I chose to trust the Lord and 
every time God fought for me, and I saw my 
accusers reap terrible consequences for trying to 
destroy what God had called and anointed. 

This concept is so clearly illustrated in scripture 
that none should doubt it. Haman was hanged on 
the same gallows he constructed to destroy God's 
people. Daniel was delivered from the den of the 

lions and those who entrapped him were themselves 
thrown to the lions. Those who threw Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego into the fire perished, but 
God's men walked out of the fire without even the 
smell of smoke on their clothes. 
Psalm 37:39-40 
39 But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: 
he is their strength in the time of trouble. 
40 And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: 
he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save 
them, because they trust in him. 

You either believe that or you don't. If you 
believe it you will stop living in attack and destroy 
mode and allow God, the righteous judge, to settle 
your controversies. God can be trusted! 

The last thing I want to point out is that there is a 
fine line between defending yourself and hating. In 
situations where people are at odds with one 
another, accusations are sometimes made that 
result in people or organizations having to defend 
themselves. They would rather not, but have been 
given no choice. But, as you defend yourself, make 
sure you do not allow hate to slip in. Hate will cause 
you to want to see those who have accused you be 
destroyed, and that is never right. Here is the best 
advice I have found. 

James 3:13-17  
13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you? Let him show out of a good life style his 
works with meekness of wisdom. 
14 But if you have bitter envying and strife in your 
hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 
15 This wisdom descends not from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, and devilish. 
16 For where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work. 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy.

I PRAY GODLY WISDOM PREVAILS
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